Dear Y11,

After taking some time to reflect on the events of recent weeks, it will be time to start
looking to the future. Happily, you've selected to study Literature, so | have a few pointers
for you regarding how exactly you might start to do that.

Obviously, the first thing to do is read-for-pleasure. | hope you've already taken the time
to do this. Get your nose stuck in a book or an article or a biography or whatever you like
and just enjoy reading it.

Once that's done, | have put together a set of ‘transition tasks’ for you to do. We ask that
you complete these and bring your responses to the first lesson after the holidays; it will help
us get to know your strengths and areas for development quickly.

On the back of this document there are also some ‘bridging tasks’ which Miss Hitchens
has desighed for you — you don’t have to do these, but they will be useful in preparing
you for the course. Do what you fancy and if you do something well, share it with us by
emailing the school, FAO Miss C Spencer.

We’re looking forward to welcoming you back in the Autumn,

Miss C Spencer
KS5 English Co-Ordinator

SUARBER TRANSTION TASIKS

Get A-Level Ready!

SIKILL 118 RORMEANING

This Extract is taken from Act IV, Scene 15 of Shakespeare’s tragic play Antony and Cleopatra (1607).
Here, Cleopatra - with her political enemies closing in around her - receives the dying body of her lover
Antony. She then decides to take her own life.

Read the exiract through carefully and then answer the questions below. You don't need quotations for
this initial activity. | have numbered the sections from the text wherein the answers can be sourced.

Cleopatra.
How nowl is he dead?

Diomedes. His death's upon him, but not dead.
Look out o' the other side your monument;
His guard have brought him thither.

[Enter, below, MARK ANTONY, borne by the Guard]

Cleopatra. O sun,

Burn the great sphere thou movest in!
darkling stand

The varying shore o' the world. O Antony,


http://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/characters/charlines.php?CharID=Cleopatra&WorkID=antonycleo
http://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/characters/charlines.php?CharID=Diomedes&WorkID=antonycleo
http://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/characters/charlines.php?CharID=Cleopatra&WorkID=antonycleo

Antony, Antony! Help, Charmian, help, Iras, help;
Help, friends below; let's draw him hither.

Antony. Peace!
Not Caesar's valour hath o'erthrown Antony,
But Antony's hath triumph'd on itself.

Cleopatra. So it should be, that none but Antony
Should conguer Antony; but woe 'fis sol!

Antony. | am dying, Egypt, dying; only
| here importune death awhile, until
Of many thousand kisses the poor last

I lay up thy lips.

Cleopatra. | dare noft, dear,—

Dear my lord, pardon,—I dare not,

Lest | be taken: not the imperious show

Of the full-fortuned Caesar ever shall

Be brooch'd with me; if knife, drugs,

serpents, have

Edge, sting, or operation, | am safe:

Your wife Octavia, with her modest eyes

And still conclusion, shall acquire no honour
Demuring upon me. But come, come, Antony,—
Help me, my women,—we must draw thee up:
Assist, good friends.

Antony. O, quick, or | am gone.

Cleopatra. Here's sport indeed! How heavy weighs my lord!
Our strength is all gone intfo heaviness,

That makes the weight: had | great Juno's power,

The strong-wing'd Mercury should fetch thee up,

And set thee by Jove's side. Yet come a liftle,—

Wishes were ever fools,—O, come, come, come;

[They heave MARK ANTONY aloff to CLEOPATRA]

And welcome, welcome! die where thou hast lived:
Quicken with kissing: had my lips that power,

Thus would | wear them out.

All. A heavy sight!

Antony. | am dying, Egypt, dying:
Give me some wine, and let me speak a litfle.

Cleopatra. No, let me speak; and let me rail so high,
That the false housewife Fortune break her wheel,

Provoked by my offence.

Antony. One word, sweet queen:
Of Caesar seek your honour, with your safety. Ol

Cleopatra. They do not go together.

Antony. Gentle, hear me:
None about Caesar trust but Proculeius.

N
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Cleopatra. My resolution and my hands I'll frust;
None about Caesar.

Antony. The miserable change now at my end
Lament nor sorrow at; but please your thoughts
In feeding them with those my former fortunes
Wherein | lived, the greatest prince o' the world,
The noblest; and do now not basely die,

Not cowardly put off my helmet to

My countryman,—a Roman by a Roman
Valiantly vanquish'd. Now my spirif is going;

| can no more.

Cleopatra. Noblest of men, woo't die?
Hast thou no care of me? shall | abide

In this dull world, which in thy absence is
No better than a stye O, see, my women,
[MARK ANTONY dies]

The crown o' the earth doth melt. My lord!
O, wither'd is the garland of the warr,

The soldier's pole is fall'n: young boys and girls
Are level now with men; the odds is gone,
And there is nothing left remarkable
Beneath the visiting moon.

[Faints]

Charmian. O, quietness, lady!

Iras. She is dead foo, our sovereign.

Charmian. O madam, madam, madam!

Iras. Royal Egypt, Empress!

Charmian. Peace, peace, Iras!

Cleopatra. No more, but e'en a woman, and commanded

By such poor passion as the maid that milks

And does the meanest chares. It were for me

To throw my sceptre at the injurious gods;

To tell them that this world did equal theirs

Till they had stol'n our jewel. All's but naught;
Patience is scofttish, and impatience does

Become a dog that's mad: then is it sin

To rush into the secret house of death,

Ere death dare come to use How do you, women?
What, what! good cheer! Why, how now, Charmian!
My noble girls! Ah, women, women, look,

Our lamp is spent, it's out! Good sirs, take heart:
We'll bury him; and then, what's brave,

what's noble,

Let's do it after the high Roman fashion,

And make death proud to take us. Come, away:
This case of that huge spirit now is cold:

Ah, women, women! come; we have no friend

But resolution, and the briefest end.
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[Exeunt; those above bearing off MARK ANTONY's body]

—

. Who does Antony blame for his death?

2. How does Cleopatra feel about his death?

3. How does Antony view Cleopatra?

4. Why will Cleopatra not go to meet Antony as he dies?

5. Cleopatra desires safety from what circumstance? What does she not desire to happen?

6. How does Cleopatra behave in front of her dying lover and before her servants?

7. How does Antony wish for his life to be remembered?

8. How does Cleopatra see the world with Antony gone?

9. What is Cleopatra’s attitude to her own death?

10. As a director, what dramaturgical issue would you have to consider during this scene?




SIKILL 28 AN SE LANGUAGE

Paying close attention to the language and methods Shakespeare has used, analyse the
characterisation of Cleopatra in the exiract above.

Annotate the extract fully before you begin. You're only writing two paragraphs, so be concise and
selective - what are your most perceptive ideas?

Teacher feedback:
Strengths/Insights: Are for development:




SIKILL 88 PISCUSS CONMTEXT

Research and note down four conventions of
fragic plays

How are they manifested in the extract from
Cleopatra?




SIKILL 48 COMPARE LTS

This poem was written by Robert Browning in 1864 following the death of his beloved wife. The title
roughly translates as ‘looking forward'. In the poem he ruminates on his view of death.

Prospice

Fear deathe—to feel the fog in my throat,

The mist in my face,

When the snows begin, and the blasts denote

| am nearing the place,

The power of the night, the press of the storm,

The post of the foe;

Where he stands, the Arch Fear in a visible form,

Yet the strong man must go:

For the journey is done and the summit attained,
And the barriers fall,

Though a battle's to fight ere the guerdon be gained,
The reward of it all.

| was ever a fighter, so—one fight more,

The best and the last!

| would hate that death bandaged my eyes and forbore,
And bade me creep past.

No! let me taste the whole of i, fare like my peers
The heroes of old,

Bear the brunt, in a minute pay glad life's arrears

Of pain, darkness and cold.

For sudden the worst furns the best to the brave,

The black minute's at end,

And the elements' rage, the fiend-voices that rave,
Shall dwindle, shall blend,

Shall change, shall become first a peace out of pain,
Then a light, then thy breast,

O thou soul of my soul! | shall clasp thee again,

And with God be the rest!



Compare Browning's attitude to death in his poem with either Antony or Cleopatra’s attitude to death
in the extract from Shakespeare’s play.

You’re only writing one paragraph, so be concise and selective - what is your most perceptive
comparison? Make sure you use evidence to support your views.

Self-Assessment - create a key below and highlight your skillset

Evidence Clear Comparison Inferences

Teacher Comment:

SIKILL S8 COMSIDER OUTHERS® VIEWNS

Browning'’s love for his wife has been described as a ‘possessive love’.
To what extent do you think the poem ‘Prospice’ supports this view?




Self-Assessment — create a key below and highlight your skillset

Evidence

Discussion of statement

Judgement

THIS SUMRIER, DREAD. .

Author:

Essentially, it was about

After reading it, | felt




LITERATURE BRIDGING TASKS

WHATTO READ

Why not read a few classics? They will broaden your literary knowledge. There’s a great list here:
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2018/100-must-read-classic-books/

Audible have also made their Audible Stories page free. There is a selection of literary classics here:
https://stories.audible.com/discovery/enterprise-discovery-21122353011?ref=adbl ent anon ds ds dccs sbtp-0-4

WHAT TO WATCH

Firstly, the National Theatre are screening performances every Thursday from 2" April via YouTube. This
week it’s One Man, Two Guvnors — which is hilarious. We took our Sixth Formers to The Lowry to see it at the
time.

https://www.youtube.com/user/ntdiscovertheatre

The RSC and the Globe Theatre are also planning to screen performances. Both intend to show Hamlet which
we study in Y13 (again, we took our students to see both versions!) The links are here:
https://www.rsc.org.uk/news/bbc-culture-in-quarantine

https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/discover/blogs-and-features/2020/03/30/joy-and-wonder-in-a-time-

of-isolation/

The History Boys is also worth a watch (one of our NEA texts) and can be found on YouTube. Alternatively,
the DVD can be purchased from Amazon (currently only £2.92).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjT6hLWn1jc&t=2s

https://www.amazon.co.uk/History-Boys-DVD-Richard-
Griffiths/dp/BO00M2DLIY/ref=sr 1 1?crid=199GYODYMD4XH&dchild=1&keywords=the+history+boys+dvd&
qid=1585655247&rnid=1642204031&s=dvd&sprefix=the+history%2Caps%2C164&sr=1-1

WHAT TO RESEARCH

The texts you will definitely study early in Y12 are A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen and Paradise Lost, Books IX
and X by John Milton.

Why not research them on Wikipedia and SparkNotes? You could put together mind-maps or projects on the
texts and the authors!
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